You've Made A Difference
As Thanksgiving Day approaches,
Our blessings we recall;
The things we are most thankful for,
We recollect them all.
You are really special,
In all you say and do.
You've made a difference in our lives;
We're thankful now for you.
By Joanna Fuchs

Our Mission:
To advocate for the best
interests of abused and
neglected children in the
Richland County Family Court by
providing quality volunteer and
legal representation to ensure
every child a safe, permanent,
and nurturing home.

From The Director’s Desk:
Dear Friends ~ as the holidays approach, we wish
you and your families a loving, peaceful
Thanksgiving Season. Thank you for all you do for
our children. Don’t’ forget to stop by the CASA office
on Thursday, December 11th for the Holiday DropIn!!
Paige

Children Served in October:
New Children ~ 51
Total Children ~ 701
Children Dismissed ~ 22
Total Volunteers ~ 516

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

VERONICA HOUSIE
Veronica Housie works at Palmetto GBA as a Business Test Analyst. She
has two sisters and a nephew whom she adores. She received a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Business Administration from Voorhees College and a
Master of Business Administration Degree from Webster University. She is
a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. and of the Bible Way Church
of Atlas Road.
She loves working with children and young adults and as a member of
Alpha Kappa Alpha and Bible Way Church of Atlas Road, she has had the
opportunity to volunteer in numerous capacities. Veronica currently serves
as a troop leader for the Girl Scout Troop 96. Through her volunteer work,
she feels she has the opportunity to positively impact the life of a child and
help direct their path.

Options for Permanent Plans – Casey M. Brown, Esq.
When a child is removed from his or her home and placed in foster care, the State has an obligation to
“establish a plan… to achieve[e] permanency for the child within reasonable timelines.” 63-7-10(12). Thus, once
a child has been in care for a certain amount of time, the child must have a plan for permanency ordered by the
court at a permanency planning hearing. 63-7-1700(A). The statute requires the first permanency planning
hearing to be held no later than one year after the child first entered foster care. 63-7-1700(A). It is the policy of
DSS is to hold permanency planning hearing after the child has been in foster care for twelve months. DSS policy
825. Typically, DSS will attempt to hold the hearing prior to the twelve month mark in case there is an issue with
the case moving forward so that there may be some time to correct the issue prior to the twelve month mark.
If reunification is not possible at that time but is likely to be possible in the future, an extension of time
may be granted for the parent to continue working his or her placement plan. However, “in no case may the
extension for reunification continue beyond eighteen months after the child was placed in foster care.” 63-71700(D). However, the court always has to consider the best interest of the child in determining the permanent
plan so often there are times when the court is willing to consider plans on a case-by-case basis. The court
considers several factors when determining whether to grant an extension, such as whether the parent has
shown a commitment to correcting the conditions that caused the removal and whether returning the child to
the parent would cause unreasonable risk to the child. See 63-7-1700(F). Additionally, the court can make
changes or add to the parent’s placement plan at these hearings when a party requests it and shows good
reason, so please make sure you speak with treatment providers and have a good idea of how much progress is
being made so that your attorney can address any issues at the hearing.
If reunification is not possible, the remaining permanent plan options are termination of parental rights
(TPR) and adoption, custody with a fit and willing relative or non-relative, or another permanent planned living
arrangement (APPLA), which generally means that the child will remain in care until turning 18. If the court
makes TPR and adoption the child’s plan, the statute requires DSS to file the TPR petition within 60 days of
receiving the hearing order. 63-7-1700(E). In addition, the TPR statute then requires the TPR hearing to be held
within 120 days. DSS often fails to meet these timelines, so please contact your attorney if your child’s TPR is
delayed past these timeframes. If you have any questions on these plans for your case, please do not hesitate to
contact your case supervisor or your attorney. We also do not want you to feel that you only have to choose one
plan and only one plan. Sometimes there are multiple plans that will be appropriate for the same case. Such as if
there are multiple children in different situations in the same case or if there are multiple plans that will work for
the same child and only choosing one plan will delay permanency if the plan needs to be changed in the future.
These situations call for what is known as concurrent plans. You are allowed to have concurrent plans to match
with any other plan. For instance you can have a permanent plan of Reunification concurrent with Termination
of parental rights and adoption. This works to say that we allow services to continue and the parents can keep
working toward reunifying the family while DSS will assess the children for adoption and start that process in
order to ensure a faster route to permanency for the children.

Fostering Futures
Helping Youth Transition from Foster Care to Independence:
Youth and Credit
By: Vicki Jackson
According to the Annie E. Casey Foundation (2013), approximately 26,000 youth age out of foster care each year.
Many of them are ill-prepared to live independently and some of these youth exit care with stolen identities and bad
credit. Damaging credit can prevent many youth from renting an apartment, buying a car, or obtaining employment.
In 2013, 13.1 million consumers suffered identity fraud (Javelin Strategy & Research, 2014). While research is limited
about on the number of youth in foster care who have become victims to identity theft, these youth are especially
vulnerable to becoming victims because so many people have access to their personal information.
Identity theft is a growing issue among youth who are in foster care. Oftentimes, identity theft is not discovered until
after the youth has exited care. While many of us understands the importance of monitoring our credit reports, youth
who are in foster care do not always have someone monitoring their credit or teaching them the importance of credit
monitoring. To combat this issue, Congress created the Child and Family Services Improvement and Innovation Act of
2011 (Public Law No. 112-34). This law requires that all state child welfare agencies ensure that youth in foster care
who are 16 or older receive a free copy of their credit report each year.
Prior to discussing credit with your youth it is important that you understand your own credit. To find out more about
your credit, make sure you are reviewing your own credit report. You can request one free report each year from
Equifax, Experian, and Transunion. You can request all three reports at once and compare them all together or you
can request one report at a time from one agency every four months. The most important thing is that you are
monitoring your credit.
The next step after monitoring your credit is to understand identity theft and how it occurs. With constant security
breaches happening regularly to agencies, one must become more aggressive in monitoring his or her credit. Once
you have a better understanding about your credit and identity theft, you are ready to work with your youth and
teach them what you have learned. When working with youth you may want to use the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s
youth empowerment approach, which consists of three primary goals:
1. Educating young people about what credit is and how it can impact their futures.
2. Clearing credit reports to help youth on the road to financial health.
3. Equipping youth to maintain good credit in the future
Education is key in reducing the risks of identity theft among our youth who are in foster care. We need to collaborate
with others to make sure our youth are being educated about their credit and the potential for credit fraud.
For general questions about identity theft call 1-800-922-1594 or visit www.consumer.sc.gov.

IN THE NEWS
The Quarterly CASA Quarterback Event was held on
October 15, 2014 at Dogwood Pond. CASA’s male GAL’s
bring potential male recruits to meet the CASA Staff
and Volunteers to learn what a difference they can
make in the life of a child by becoming a CASA
Volunteer. Richland County Administrators and the
CASA Board of Directors were in attendance, as well as,
15 new recruits and 50+ staff and current volunteers.

IN THE NEWS

BREAKING NEWS!!
We now have a CASA staff member located at DSS.
Dee Dee Johnson is your contact should you need
assistance with your case in acquiring placement, foster
home addresses and phone numbers, DSS caseworker
name and phone number. She will also be attending the
FCRB meetings if you cannot attend, Safety Meetings,
Staffings and Planning Conferences.
She can be reached at 714-7590 or 636-6437 or by email at
johnsond@rcgov.us
Vicki Jackson is our Fostering Futures Coordinator. She
can be reached at (757) 693-0607 or by email at
vicki.lynn.jackson@gmail.com

GAL’S IT’S TIME FOR OUR
HOLIDAY DROP-IN
December 11th, 1:00 pm-4:00 pm.

Resource Links
Early Childhood Common Agenda Forum
Date: November 18, 2014
Time: 10:30 am - 2:30 pm
The updated Early Childhood Common Agenda will be unveiled during a public forum on November
18, 2014, at the Marriott Hotel in downtown Columbia. A national speaker will discuss the impact of
early childhood experiences and the importance of effective, equitable policy in early care and
education. Attendees will be able to hear from committee leaders regarding the creation of each
committee’s policy recommendations, and an advocacy trainer will present an afternoon session of
strategies for supporting the proposals of the 2015-2016 Common Agenda.
Sponsored Group or Host: Children's Trust of South Carolina, Institute for Child Success, and
South Carolina United Way
Venue: Columbia Marriott, 1200 Hampton St Columbia, SC, 803-771-7000
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CASA STAFF

Left to right
Back row:
Heyward Hall, CASA Supervisor; Michael Watts, CASA Supervisor; Christine Isler, CASA Supervisor; Sharon
Walker, Program Manager; Missy Bowman; Program Manager; Pamela Nipper, Program Manager; Marilyn
Washington, CASA Supervisor; Matthew Perkins, CASA Supervisor
Front Row:
Thomas Clark, CASA Supervisor; Vicki Jackson, Fostering Futures Coordinator; Paige Green, Director;
Susanne Lyell, Administrative Assistant
Not Pictured:
James Washington, Program Manager; Delvin Alston, CASA Supervisor; Roger Hoefer, CASA Supervisor;
Angela Kohel, Legal Manager; Casey Brown, CASA Attorney; Betsy Burton, CASA Attorney; Heidi Aakjer, PT
CASA Supervisor; LaQuista Peterson, PT CASA Supervisor

RC CASA
1701 Main Street, Room 407
Columbia, SC 29201
803.576.1735

